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SUBJECT: U.S. PARTICIPATION IN PLOVDIV FAIR 1977 
REF: STATE 280970 

1 . COMMERCE PLANS TO STAGE A U.S. COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION AT 
PLOVDIV IN 1977. EXHIBITION AS PRESENTLY CONCEIVED WILL 
CONSIST OF APPROXIMATELY 20 BOOTHS COVERING 507 SQUARE 
METERS, FEATURING MACHINE TOOLS, AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY 
AND MATERIALS HANDLING EQUIPMENT. EXHIBITION WILL BE 
EQUIVALENT OF THOSE USUALLY STAGED IN EASTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES AND APPROXIMATE SIZE OF COMMERCE EXHIBIT IN 
PREVIOUS PLOVDIV FAIRS. 
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2. EXHIBIT PLAN RESULTS FROM MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF STATE, USIA AND COHMERCE TO DISCUSS US PARTICIPATION 
IN 1977 PLOVDIV FAIR. IN ANTICIPATION OF CONCLUSION OF 
CULTURAL/SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGES AGREEMENT, USIA HAS INDI- 
CATED DESIRE TO SHIFT ITS EFFORT IN BULGARIA FROM CONFINES 
OF PLOVDIV FAIR BEGINNING IN FY 1978. UNDER TERMS OF 
DRAFT PROGRAM DOCUMENT TRANSMITTED TO EMBASSY IN STATE 
280970, USIA WOULD BE PERMITTED TO PRESENT ONE MAJOR TOUR 


EXHIBIT EVERY TWO YEAR IN TWO OR THREE CITIES FOR FOUR 
WEEKS IH EACH CITY. USIA FACES CURRENT BUDGETARY 
UNCERTAINTIES AND PROBABLE LIMITATIONS THAT PRECLUDE 
PRESENT DECISION ON ITS PARTICIPATION IN 1977 PLOVDIV 
FAIR, BUT PRESENTATION OF MAJOR EXHIBIT IN SEVERAL CITIES 
CLEARLY PRESENTS GREATER OPPORTUNITY FOR USIA THAN CON- 
TINUED PARTICIPATION IN PLOVDIV. NO DECISION HAS YET 
BEEN REACHED RE AVAILABILITY OF DOME BUT WITHOUT USIA 
CORE EXHIBIT COMMERCE WILL NOT NEED MORE THAN THE 500 
SQUARE METERS FOR EXHIBITORS AND BOOTHS. 

3. IN VIEW OF PREVIOUS RECRUITMENT DIFFICULTY, COMMERCE 
WILL APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE THAT CAN BE GIVEN BY 
EMBASSY SOFIA AND WILL REQUIRE MAXIMUM SUPPORT FROM 
COMMERCE EAST- WEST TRADE DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT OFFICE, 
VIENNA. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTED RESERVE 500 SQUARE METERS BEST 
AVAILABLE INDOOR SPACE FOR U.S. COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION 
AT PLOVDIV. INFORM USDOC OF RENTAL COSTS AND PAYMENT 
SCHEDULE AND OBTAIN AND FORWARD DETAILED SIGNED FLOOR 
PLAN OF RENTED AREA. WITH FLOOR PLAN, EMBASSY REQUESTED 
FORWARD PLAN SHOWING LOCATION OF U.S. SPACE IN FAIR- 
GROUNDS. 1:100 OR 1:200 SCALE DRAWINGS OF U.S. AREA IN 
PLAN AND ELEVATION AND PHOTOS OF INTERIOR SPACE. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENTS ON PRODUCT THEME, IDENTIFICATION 
OF POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS, AND RECRUITMENT ASSISTANCE 
REQUESTED. 
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6. VONTILLIUS PARTICIPATED IN WASHINGTON DISCUSSIONS OF 
ABOVE. KISSINGER 
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